AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW. MDARC.ORG 


October Meeting 


Friday, October 19—7:30 pm 
Pacificon, The Marriott Hotel 
San Ramon 


Meeting Program 

There will be a brief business 
meeting, followed by a discussion 

on, “So you just got your license! 
Congratulations ... but now what do 


you do?” 
V.E. Testing 


There will be no exam testing at the 
meeting. However, there will be 
sessions on Saturday and Sunday 
at Pacificon. See Pacificon.org for 


more information. 
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Get Ready for JOTA! 


amboree on the Air will celebrate its 

50th year this year when it gets on the 
air October 19-21. Normally a 48 hour 
event, this year’s JOTA will be 50 hours 
long in recognition of the anniversary. The 
fun begins at 2200 (local time) October 19 
and ends at midnight (local time) October 
21. 
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Volume LVI + Number 10+ October 2007 


President: ORM 


by Marty Heyman, W6MDH 


elcome 
to Fall. 
It’s time for 
the last of the 
public service 
events. The 
Bike Against 
the Odds was 
held earlier this month and at least 
two of us from MDARC were on 
the support team. They had a new 
record number of participants and 


raised more money than ever before. 


The Mount Diablo challenge is 
coming up and there are never too 
many volunteers. 

We have a full slate of 


candidates for our annual election 


of officers. Both Herb Cole, 


KI6ATB; and Jason Legate, W6SN, 


are running for President, Dave 
Mulkearns, K6OH, is running 

for Vice President, Paul Dickey, 
N6JOX, is running for Secretary, 
again, and Don Anthony, N6SIA 
is also running for Treasurer again. 
Bob Green, K6GD is running 

for a second term as Emergency 
Coordinator. Dave Gordon, 


An on-the-air operating event spon- 
sored by the World Scout Bureau, JOTA 
was founded in 1958 by Les Mitchell, 
G3BHkK. It has grown to become the larg- 
est international Scout event. More than 
half a million Scouts and Guides in more 
than 100 countries participate in JOTA, 
involving as many as 10,000 Amateur 
Radio stations. 


The event relies on the Amateur Radio 


N6SWE, is running to serve a full 
two-year term as a member of the 
Board as he was appointed earlier 
this year to fill the seat opened 

up when Don Anthony took over 
as Treasurer. Finally, Trevor Raty, 
KG6MDW,, is running for a second 
term as Member of the Board. I am 
pleased so many of these people 
have volunteered either to take on 
new responsibilities or to continue 
their excellent service to the club. 

I have served with many of them 
and know most of the others well 
enough to know that the club will 
be in good hands in 2008 and 
beyond. 


Just a reminder. Our next club 
meeting is at the site of Pacificon, 
the San Ramon Marriott. We 
havent assigned a room yet but the 
meeting will begin at 7:30 PM as 
usual and the topic for the program 
will be: “So you've got a license 
and don’t know what to do next?”. 
We're hoping that many of the new 
hams and some folks planning on 
getting licenses at Pacificon will 
come and ask the advice of all our 
experienced folks. 


community and local hams for its success. 
Getting Boy and Girl Scouts (including 
Cubs and Brownies) on the air to talk with 
other Scouts around the world provides 
a great opportunity to expose youth to 
Amateur Radio. 

For more information on the 2007 
Jamboree on the Air, please visit the 
ARRL JOTA Web site at http://www.arrl. 


org/scouts/jota. 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 


Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It 
is the policy of the editor to publish all material 
submitted by the membership provided such 
material is in good taste, relevant to amateur radio 
and of interest to MDARC members, and space 
is available. All material must be submitted to 
the editor by the last day of the month prior-to 
publication. Material is accepted on a first-in, 
first-out basis. Articles and other material may be 
submitted via Internet email to carrier@mdarc.org 
or delivered to the editor at the address listed in 
the club roster. Material will be accepted in plain 
ASCII or rich text format (RTF). Material may also 
be submitted as hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be 
reproduced for noncommercial use provided 
such use credits both the MDARC Carrier and the 
author of the article. Copyrighted material will 
not be accepted without accompanying written 
permission to republish. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely 
those of the editor or other contributors and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either the 
Board of Directors or membership of MDARC. 


Club Officers 


President 
Marty Heyman, WoMDH 


Vice President 
Sheldon Lawrence, KI6ATA 


Secretary 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX 
paulr33@earthlink.net 


Treasurer 
Don Anthony, N6SIA 


Emergency Coordinator 
Bob Green, K6GD 
bobgreen@sbcglobal.net 


Directors 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 
wa6jau@sbcglobal.net 


Jason Legate, W6SN 
w6sn@slashze.ro 


Trevor Raty, KG6MDW 


Membership Chair 
Christina Johnson, KF6UXC 
mdarcmembership@mdarc.org 


Carrier Editor, PIO 
Jeremiah Blasi, K6BQ 
carrier@mdarc.org 


Webmaster 
Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 


W6CX Repeaters 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

224.780/- (077 PL) 

441.325/+ (100 PL) 

ATV: In 1289.25 Out 427.25, 1241.25 
APRS: 144.39 

TCP/IP: 145.71 
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MDARC Club Meeting Minutes 


September 21, 2007 


Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 


resident Marty Heyman, 

W6MDH, called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 p.m. There were about 
50 members and guests present. 


The minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved as printed in 
the Carrier. 


Treasurer Don Anthony, N6SIA, 
reported that the treasury total was 
$46,286.78 in CDs and $1517.87 in 
checking. 

The Tech Committee reported that: 


* All repeaters were up and 
running OK. 


* Repeaters 220 & 440 were linked, 
as well as 2m & 220. 


* The Vollmer site was cleaned up 
and painted this last weekend, 
and the Committee will begin to 
move things in. A 6m antenna 
was installed. Per an agreement, 
the site will rent for $20-$25 
per month. A 2m voter will be 
installed soon. 


* ‘The Vaca site is still under 
discussion. 


The next MDARC monthly 
meeting will be at Pacificon, at 7:30 
p-m., room to be announced. There 
will be a short business meeting. 


EC Bob Green, K6GD, noted 
that the last Saturday drill went well; 
the next training meeting will be 
in November, with basic RACES 


material. 


Jim Brunk, N6BHX, reported for 
the VEs that 3 Tech and 1 General 
were successful prior to the meeting. 
Next month there will be no testing, 
but testing will be available at 
Pacificon, with 2 General classes on 
Sat. and Sun. 


Dick Brown, KT6X, announced 
that Pacificon tickets were available 
at the meeting, and on the Pacificon 
website. Dick described Pacificon in 


general, and noted that a full hall of 
exhibits would open at 9:00 a.m. 


Marty announced the new 
membership Chairman was Tom 
Deeble, KA6SIP. He reported a total 
of 294 members plus 2 more this 
evening. 

Marty reminded members that 
the repeaters were for everyone’s 
use, and that during commute times 
especially, there needed to be more 
space between conversations, both to 
let others in and to let the repeater 
drop. He noted that the intermittent 
problems on Echolink and IRLP 
were equipment problems of the 
service provider, which were to be 


fixed soon. 


Marty noted that in November 
there would be an election, with two 
Director slots (Gordon & Raty) to be 
filled. In addition, the Club needs an 


Auction Chairman. 


Marty recessed the meeting at 
8:10 p.m. for 10 minutes prior to the 
speaker. 


Marty reconvened the meeting at 
8:20 p.m. for Gary Elliott, WA6KCT, 
the speaker from the Red Oak 
Victory group. He described the ship, 
whose commercial call is KYVM, as 
in the process of reconditioning. The 
amateur station on board is K6YVM, 
also using NY6CI, the old Navy call. 
He and the other hams in the group 
work primarily CW, with some AM 
on original equipment, including 
working the Museum Ships Weekend. 
The Red Oak Victory became a Navy 
ship off-and-on out of the mothball 
fleet, and saw action in the Leyte Gulf. 
She was in the Merchant Marine 
during Korea and Vietnam. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey N6JOX, Secretary 
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The Lost Art of Talk 


Jeff Davis, KE9V 


here was a human interest story 

in our local newspaper not long 
ago about a fellow who enjoys cooking 
gourmet meals. One statement made 
by this fellow really stands out. He 
said, “I like having a multi-course 
dinner lasting about five hours with 
long conversation.” 


‘That people might actually linger 
over dinner and engage in simple 
conversation has become such an 
oddity in this crazy world of ours that 
it’s become newsworthy. 


‘These days people seem to prefer 
instant messaging, text messages, 
voicemail, and email over actual 
human to human contact—and I 
understand that. 


I have a good friend who once told 
me his theory in this regard: whenever 
he has to deal with someone, whether 
it be his co-workers, boss, the paperboy, 
grocery checkout clerk or whatever— 
that is a “transaction”. He went on 
to tell me that it was his continuing 
goal to reduce the total number of 

“transactions” in his 
quest for a simpler 
life. 


While that may 
sound cold, I don’t think he’s much 
different than the rest of us. 


For some reason (and there are 
many good reasons), most of us have 
grown to prefer self-checkout lines, 
the ATM, online banking, drive-up 
windows, mail order, and Federal 
Express to having transactions with 
real, live people who might engage 
us in some conversation, even if it is 
chit-chat. 


Since ham radio is just a subset 
of our society, we see the same thing 
happening in our activities but 
pointing it out might not be popular. 


I guess I’m about to find out... 


You may have noticed that the 
fastest growing facet in our hobby at 
the moment is radio contesting. 


Where has the conversation 
gone in ham radio? 


Think about that; the modern 
contest consists of thousands of radio 
hams exchanging rapid fire bursts of 
data—and in many cases, this is done 
by computer. That’s easy to imagine 
when it comes to digital modes and 
CW, but I recently read an article in 
the NCJ where one fellow worked a 
complete phone contest using only 
computer generated audio—during 
the phone contest he never uttered a 
single word—and he seemed rather 
pleased about it. 


I don’t bring this up to condemn 
contesting, far from it! I enjoy the 
radiosport and am glad to see that it’s 
driving the hobby to new heights. But 
what does it say about the human “art 
of conversation” when even in our 
hobbies we shun it? 


Lest you think this is just the nature 
of contesting, take an honest look at 
DXing. Two-way exchanges with a 
DX station or, worse, a DXpedition, 
are often more rapid fire than during 
a contest. It’s nothing but, “You're 59, 
thanks, QRZ>” 


I once knew a fellow who got into 
amateur radio late in life and he did 
so because from 
the time he was a 
boy he had read 
about shortwave 
operators and the DX they regularly 
worked. He dreamed about long 
conversations with stations in far-flung 
parts of the world. And yet, when 
he finally fulfilled his dream he was 
disappointed (as many are) to find that 
there is precious little, if any actual 
ragchewing done with DX stations. 
This fellow soon departed the hobby 
with his life-long dreams broken. 


Even if you disagree with my 
assesment about contesting being 
the “hottest” thing in the hobby, 
surely you must concur that DXing 
and Contesting together account for 
over 50% of what we hams do—and 
neither pursuit will get you much 
credit towards a Rag Chewers Club 
certificate. 


Satellite work is no different. The 
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fast moving LEO sats are only in 
radio “view” for 10-15 minutes a pass 
so exchanges are obviously minimal 
and rapid fire. And then there are 
many whose only interest in the 
amateur satellites is monitoring 
telemetry data. There’s nothing wrong 
with that pursuit, but it’s a one-way 
data exchange. There’s no conversation 
here. 


APRS is all about exchanging 
position and other telemetry—there’s 
little or no conversation. FM 
repeaters are typically dead silent these 
days—no point in even bringing them 
up. Nets sometimes come close to 

“conversation,” but by their very nature 
they are a big round-table where 
conversation is difficult and most who 
check-in use the tired, old, “checking 
in for the traffic but no comments for 
the net tonight” refrain. 


Hear me out for a moment and 
please don't confuse what I’m trying 
to say. I’m not condemning these 
activities of ours in the least. If you 
add a comment to this post that says 
you “agree that contesting is stupid” 
then you have completely missed my 
point. 

But I’ve met contesters who told me 
flat out that one of the reasons they 
enjoy contesting is that when they 
get on the air for casual conversation 
they really don’t have much to say. 
Contesting allows them to have fun 
with the radio without having to have 
a conversation. 


Sadly, I think we all understand that 
position clearly as we've all been there 
before. 


Ham radio is just a microcosm 
of our modern society—so it isn’t 
the fault of the hobby that we’ve all 
clammed up—but I’ll tell you this, I 
wouldn't make a long-term investment 
in any microphone manufacturing 
company because it seems to me that 
the future of ham radio will be—silent. 


73 de Jeff 


Used by permission. Check out Jeff's 
blog at ke9v.net. 
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NEW DUAL BAND 2M/440 


* 2M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 
* 440 gain 7 dBd (9.0 dBi) 

¢ 20+ dB front to back ratio 
* 24 inch boom length 


* Super fast assembly, no instructions 


needed, screw color coded elements onto 


color coded boom 


* 2 bands-one connector, great for satellite 


contacts, no duplexer needed, no duplexer cost 


$99.95 
Call or fax (925) 933-3242 


Now available at all HRO stores 


MDARC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 


September 3, 2007 
Fuddruckers, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


resident Marty Heyman, 
W6MDH, called the meeting 
to order at 7:01 PM. 
Other Board Members present: 
Secretary Paul Dickey, N6JOX; 
Directors Dave Gordon, N6SWE 


(7:30); and EC Bob Green, K6GD. 


Chairmen & other members 
present: Trevor Raty, KG6MDW 
(and family); Trevor Hall, 
WASJAU; Jay Caldis, KT6Y; and 
Tain MacDonnell, K6IAM (and 
Maria). 

The minutes of the last meeting 
were approved as published. 

Committee Reports: 


¢ Trevor Hall noted that the 
‘Tech Committee reduced 


power to the 440 repeater, until 


MDARC Election Notes 


the situation is clarified. 220 
and 440 are linked. Echolink 
and IRLP are on 2m. The 
Committee decided to turn 
off the timer for 2m during 
commute time. For the early 
morning nets all repeaters are 
linked, as well as for Thursday 
nights. The Board approved 


the Committee decisions. 


The Board thanked Trevor 
Raty for his work on the 
repeater. The deviation has 
been changed to 4.0 from 4.8 
on the advice of NARCC. 


Marty adjourned the meeting at 
7:42 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey N6JOX, Secretary 


fficer election is once again upon us. We will be voting on all offices 

of the club in the November meeting. For a list of those running 
for office, see the President’s QRM on page 1. Each member will receive 
a ballot by mail, which you should fill out and return by mail, or bring 


directly to the November meeting. 


Any member in good standing is eligible to run for office. New 
members are more than welcome to participate—coaching is available! 
If you would like to nominate/volunteer, please contact Marty Heyman, 


W6MDH. 


October Carrier 


Editor’s Exciter 


by Jeremiah R. Blasi, K6BQ 


his issue of the Carrier marks 

13 editions that I have put 
out. It’s hard to believe that it’s 
been over a year. I hope that the 
members have enjoyed reading the 
newsletter each month. I do enjoy 
putting it together each month. 


However, as with any 
worthwhile endeavors, it can’t be 
done alone. I need your help! 

I appreciate those who have 
submitted materials; they are the 
people that make the job easy and 
enjoyable. But there is room for 
more creativity. There is so much 
that I would like to do with this 
paper, but it is difficult to find 

the time to do it. So, I am always 
open for your help and input. It 
could be as simple as suggesting a 
topic that would be of interest to 
the membership. Or, you could go 


the extra mile and write an article! 


As a side note, a kind club 
member, whose name and call I 
failed to write down, and have 
subsequently forgotten, pointed 
out several errors in last months 
edition. A number of dates were 
in error. For these mistakes, I 
humbly apologize, and hope that 
no one’s schedule was confused 
as a result! I’m usually more of 
a perfectionist, and do not like 
making that kind of mistake, but 
between my addled brain, and the 
“Find/Replace” feature, they slipped 
through! 


Enjoy the month, and have a 
great time at Pacificon! 
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(ea osneyere) 12 STORE BUYING POWER 


933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric, KA6IHT, Mgr. 

Magnolia between 


S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 

oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 


Hwy, 163 8 Olaremont Mesa SUNNYVALE, CA OAKLAND, CA 

, 510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 2210 Livingston St., 94606 
SUNNYVALE, CA (408) 736-9496 (510) 534-5757 
Pat ees ie ne (800) 854-6046 (800) 854-6046 
(800) 854-6046 Howard, W6HOC, Mor. Mark, WI7YN, Mor. 
Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. So. from Hwy. 101 1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
So. from Hwy. 101 | sunnyvale@hamradio.com oakland@hamradio.com 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 
NEW CASTLE, DE TS-2000 he/vHFuHF Tove 
(Near Philadelphia) *100W HF, 6M, 2M *50W 70CM 
1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 © 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module 
(302) 322-7092 ¢ IF Stage DSP ¢ Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
(800) 644-4476 ¢ Backlit Front Key Panel 
Rick, K3TL, Mgr. Low Intro Price! 


RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
97223 

(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Leon, W7AD, Mgr. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
303) 745-7373 

(a0 ) 444-9476 


John, N5EHP, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


TH-D7A(G) 21/440 


¢ 2M/440 Dual Band 

* Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 
* APRS Compatible 

* DX Packet Cluster Monitor 

* 200 Mems., CTCSS ni 
¢ VC-H1 Messaging Control 


Low Pricing! IC-706MKUNG Hever transceiver 


* All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM 

* 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz 

« AF-DSP « Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering 
¢ Easy-to-Navigate menues 


Low Pricing! 


DJ-196T 2wat 


5 Watt out 

¢ 40 memories 

¢ Alphanumeric display 
CTCSS + DCS built in 

°“S” meter 

« Auto Dialer 


Low Pricing! 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
602) 242-3515 

(a0 ) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

1 mi. east of I-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 
6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 


IC-756 PRO lll All mode Transceiver 


ie TM-D700A 21/440 Dualband * 160-6M @ 100W * Enhanced Rx performance 
Doraville, 1 mi. no, of 1-285 * 50w VHF 35w UHF * Opt. Voice Synthesizer poe DItIE DS = SSb/CW" Synchronous tuning DR-135TP_ 2m mobile 
sateen con + Receives 118-1300 mHz (cell blocked) ¢ Enhanced 5 inch color TFT w/spectrum scope — 

: + Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) i STH Ree eaten ee & CW : Ae out ee po ge oe ad 

: ioe eBid * Multiple DSP controlle oops *100 mems * Built-in au 

WOODBRIDGE, VA : real ae 200/9600 baud TNC * Advanced CW functions + Front Panel GPS in » Rear DB-9 port 
(Near Washington D.C.) Dx Packet Cluster + 101 alphanumeric memories * CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 
14803 Build America Dr. 22191 * Tone Scan * GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports The Ultimate Radio! Low Pricing! 


(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Steve, W4SHG, Mgr. Fr n 
Exit 161, I-95, So. to US 1 ! J GU 
woodbridge@hamradio.com D pp 


SALEM, NH aba 


(Near Boston) 
224 N. Broadway, 03079 


VX-7R 


50/2M/220/440 HT 


(603) 898-3750 Me 
(800) 444-0047 " * * Hee RX 
Chuck, N1UC, Mgr. “ ak . emories = 
SIBeeOharnre dion coha “ey * 5W TX (300mw 220Mz) FT-2000 HF +m tov 
Exit 1, -93: ¢ Li-lon Battery : Ultra compact HF, VHF, UHF © 100 W w/ auto tuner 
28 mi. No. of Boston * Fully Submersible to 3 ft... 4QQw HE/6M, 50w 2M, 20w UHF * built-in Power supply 
salem@hamradio.com * Built-in CTCSS/DCS * DSP included ¢ 32 color display * DSP filters / Voice memory recorder 
nid De 0 * Internet WIRES compatible. 999 mems © Detachable front panel * 3 Band Parametric Mic EQ 
ore 0 Yo Great Price! (YSK-857 required) * 3 IF roofing filters 


Call for Low Price! Call Now For Low Pricing! 


W6CX Nets 


147.06 & 441.325 MHz (100 PL) 


Thursday 7:30 pm 
MDARC Club Net 


Thursday 8:00 pm 
General ATV Net 


October Events 


October 19-21 7:30 pm 
October 29 
November 5 7:00 pm 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursday, 7:00 pm 


Central County 145.680 Simplex 
Jim Brunk, N6BHX 


East County —- 146.535 Simplex 
Drew Hanson, KD6GLY 


South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 


West County 145.110/- 
Steve Adams, KF6WNH 


See pacificon.org for more 
information. 


AMATEUR RADIO CONVENTION 


November Carrier Deadline 


MDARC Board Meeting 
Fuddrucker’s, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 
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Pacificon—October 19-21 @ The Marriott, San Ramon 


